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Iliberalism, Authoritarianism, Populism:
Historical Roots and Legacies in Comparative Perspective

9th January 2026, CEU Budapest
Nador street 15., N15 Building, 103 Tiered Room

9:00 Introduction (Balazs Trencsényi)

9:15 Balazs Trencsényi (Central European University): Agrarian Populism, Ethnopopulism, National
Communism: Illliberal Legacies and Undercurrents in East Central Europe

9:50 Oliver Rathkolb (University of Vienna): The Long Shadow of Authoritarianism in Austria
(online)

10:25 Péter Csunderlik (Central European University/ELTE University): Historical Precursors and
Intellectual Inspirations of Contemporary Hungarian Illiberalism

11:00-11.20 Coffee Break

11:20 Constantin Iordachi (Central European University): A Comparative Perspective on Hungarian
and Romanian Interwar and Post-1989 Illiberal Politics

11:55 Ondrej Slacéalek (Charles University): Ambivalence of five traditions of Czech (Il)liberalism

12:30 Izabela Mrzygtod (Polish Academy of Sciences): Illiberal Hope. Crisis Discoursesand Visions
of the Future in Poland, (1920-2023)

13:05-13:50 Lunch Break

13:50 Tommaso Giordani (Ecole Normale Supérieure de Lyon): Testing Iiliberalism in the Historical
Arena: The Case of Georges Sorel

14:25 Oula T. Silvennoinen (University of Helsinki): From Monarchists to Finns Party: Illiberalism
and the Finnish Liberal Republic

15:00-15:30 Coffee Break

15:30 Zora Hesova (Charles University), Slovak Illiberalism: Swinging the Pendulum or Building a
Nation?

16:05 Gil Gongalves (Universidade Nova de Lisboa): Not that deep, or is it? Roots of Portuguese
illiberal thought (online)

16:40 José Maria Rosales (University of Malaga): The Changing Meanings of Illiberalism in Spain
(online)
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17.15 Marc Lazar (Sciences Po): Giorgia Meloni's Italy: Towards Illiberalism? (online)

17:50 Mabel Berezin (Cornell University): National Borders and Illiberalism: Moving Ideas Across
Time and Space (online)

18:30 General discussion and next steps

Discussants: Zoltan Gabor Sziics (ELTE University), Zsolt Enyedi (CEU), Francesco Trupia (CEU)

AUTHLIB Final Conference Agenda Budapest, 8-9 January, 2025



