Neo-authoritarianisms in Europe and the liberal democratic response — HorizonEurope, GA 101060899
Q7
AuthL/B

AUTHLIB Final Conference: Mapping the Illiberal Challenge:

Patterns, Drivers, and Consequences
Agenda’

Budapest, 8-9 January, 2026

Venue: Central European University, Nador u. 15., 1051 Budapest, Hungary (Google Maps link)
Event venue: Nador u. 15., Auditorium A; Catering: Nador u. 13., Atrium
Registration link: https://forms.office.com/e/TQxUWqnNs8

Day 1: Thursday 8™ January, 2026 (09.00 — 18.00)
09.00 - 09.30 Registration & Coffee

09.30 - 09.50 Introductory remarks: The Project in terms of Goals, Numbers and Visuals — Zsolt Enyedi
(CEU) and Zsuzsanna Vegh (Transatlantic Foundation / German Marshall Fund)

09.50-11.00 Across Time
e Balazs Trencsenyi (CEU): The History of Illiberal Political Thought
e  Staffan I. Lindberg (University of Gothenburg): Democratic Backsliding and U-turns in
Autocratization
e  Caterina Froio (Sciences Po): Illiberal Trajectories in the Case of France

11.00-11.30 Coffee break (N13 Atrium)

11.30-12.30 Norms
e  Marlene Wind (University of Copenhagen): The Renaissance of Political
Constitutionalism?
e Andres Moles and Zoltan Miklosi (CEU): The Moral Dilemmas of Safeguarding Liberal
Democracy
e Barbara Grabowska-Moroz (CEU): Roads and Off-roads of the Transition to the Rule of
Law in Poland

12.30-13.30 Lunch break (NI3 Atrium)

13.30 - 14.45 Parties

e Jan Rovny (Sciences Po): Measuring Party-level Illiberalism in Europe: The 2024
Chapel Hill Expert Survey

e Dean Schafer (CEU/Mississippi State University): Measuring Varieties of Illiberalism:
A Word Embedding Approach to Ideological Scaling

e  Erin Jenne (CEU) and Mehmet Yavuz (University of Salzburg): Populism, Foreign
Policy, and National Security Strategies: Evidence from a Multi-Method Design

e Peter Bori, Balint Mikola and Dean Schafer (CEU): Experts vs Al in Determining
Illiberal Policy Stances by Parties

14.45-16.00 Mass Attitudes
e Radoslaw Markowski and Piotr Zagorski (SWPS University): The Attitudinal
Foundations of Democratic Legitimacy in Times of Backsliding
e Jan Rovny, Elena Cossu and Luis Sattelmayer (Sciences Po): Diversity and
Democracy: Muslim Minorities and the Support for Democracy in Western Europe
e Ben Stanley and Marta Zerkowska-Balas (SWPS University): Varieties of Illiberalism —
An Initial Analysis

' The schedule of specific panels may be subject to minor changes and will be updated accordingly.
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e  Marta Vukovic and Sylvia Kritzinger (University of Vienna): Citizens and Militant
Democracy: How Justifications Shape Public Support for Party Bans

Coffee break (N3 Atrium)

Discourse

e  Carsten Schneider (CEU): Detecting Democratic Decline: Political Leaders’ Public
Speech as an Early Warning Signal (tbc)

e  Giuliano Formisano, Spyros Kosmidis, and Stephen Whitefield (University of Oxford):
Emotional Rhetoric in Party Communication

e Marvin Stecker and Hajo Boomgaarden (University of Vienna): Dynamics of
Demonisation: Outgroups of Nationalistic Political Parties

e Elena Cossu (European University Institute): Blurring the Boundaries: Conceptualizing
and Measuring Illiberal and Far-Right Party Communication in Europe

Public reception (N3 Atrium)

Day 2: Friday 9" January 2026 (09.00 — 16.30)
Registration & Coffee

Cooperation
e Manuela Caiani and Batuhan Eren (Scuola Normale Superiore): Transnationalization of
the Far-Right: Actors, Networks, Events
e Zsolt Enyedi (CEU): The Illiberal International

From Theory to Practice
e Daniel Hegedus (Transatlantic Foundation / German Marshall Fund): Policy
Recommendations to Restore Liberal Democracy
e  Petra Guasti, Ales Michal, and Jakub Capek (Charles University): Main Takeaways from

the Deliberative Fora and Presenting the E-learning Platform

Coffee break (N13 Atrium)

Institutions and Policies

e Mieke Verloo (Radboud University): Mobilizing the Politics of Knowledge for the
Politics of Autocratization
Eva Fodor (CEU): Gender and Illiberalism

e Dorottya Szikra (CEU/ELTE Centre for Social Sciences): Illiberal Social Policies in
Europe: Surprising Findings of a Qualitative Inquiry

e Balint Mikola and Peter Rado (CEU): When Illiberals Govern: Educational and Cultural
Policies in Hungary and Poland

Lunch break (N13 Atrium)

Emotions
e  Spyros Kosmidis, Stephen Whitefield and Noah Bacine (University of Oxford):
Experiments with Emotions and Illiberalism
e Peter Kreko (ELTE University, EUI), Gabor Orosz (University d’Artois) and Janos
Salamon (Budapest University of Technology): First Results of a Democratic
Inoculation Experiment
e Zsolt Boda (ELTE Centre for Social Sciences): Moral Emotions and Populist

Governance: Insights from the DEMOS and the MORES projects
Coffee break (N3 Atrium)
Michael Ignatieff (CEU): Liberalism in an Illiberal Age: The Lessons of Adversity

Conclusions
e Concluding Remarks by Zsolt Enyedi (CEU)
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